Torbay Qualifier DF Event 31st August 2014

Colin started the seven teams at Woodbury Common.

Both signals were received with good signal strength and most had fairly accurate bearings on the two stations.
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This year we thought that to give the older DF person a good chance we would keep the running to the transmitter to a minimum and just make the operator hard to find.  So, both stations were close to car park or road access – if you did it correctly!

A Station, 1920kHz is shown within the white ring near the junction of the M5 and A30 just south of Exeter.  Matt was manning this one.  The station was 10.5km from the start on a bearing of 276deg.
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Colin found this site, and although there wasn’t a lot of cover, it had some promise as it had walkways both sides of the A30 and “enough” cover.  Also nearby was a MW transmitter that could test people’s sense amplifier when they got close.  

Also at the site, a really high walkway over the A30.  As we found out at the tea, Bill has a fear of heights.  Well done Doreen getting Bill over the walkway, and well done Bill for conquering your fear of heights.  Sorry to put you through it, it never crossed our minds that it could be a problem.

We spent several visits to work out the best way of feeding the antenna over the bridge and the solution was Gaffa tape and Colin’s thin enamelled copper wire to hide the twin feeds either side of the walkway on the underside of the concrete wall lip.

When tested, all the signal strength was on the right-hand side of the A30 and Matt was on the left – kitted out with sniper camouflage suit that just arrived in time.  As Bill said to me when asked how he found Matt  “ I saw what look like a pile of crap” to which I replied “That pile of crap is my son”.  The sniper suit seemed to work as several people passed him by.
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Below is Matt in sniper suit, lying down and standing.  Taken at station B
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Station B.  1960kHz
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Station B was 7.8km from the start on a bearing of 78deg.

The Google aerial shot is fairly old as the cover was really thick when we spent time checking this site out.

Again, we aimed to use the really thick cover close to the car park to cut down the run in.  
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The antenna was run from the transmitter to the car park and earth staked at the car park to generate a large signal near the dummy wire on the right.

The wire was shot up high from the transmitter and meandered through the thick cover near the transmit location to make it difficult to track back to the operator.  The operator (me) was lying flat under camouflage net and difficult to see as proven by the first person to find me nearly treading on my head and only stopped by me asking politely not to – much to his surprise (his first event, helping Dick).

FRED was making a re-appearance and had his own antenna system.  This was very thoroughly searched as the cover was beaten flat up and down this wire.  Fred was his usual stoic self and kept very quiet.

As can be seen from the results, 6 teams went for Station B first.  Chris was first on site and was very close to the transmitter at 2:15, but then searched the wire away from the hidden operator, lost his navigator and finally came in when all others had gone.  Caught up some, though.

Well done to Graham who did not think Station A was near the start (for some reason, Station A could not be heard at Station B distance so back to the start was most people’s response) as his team were way ahead of the rest.

Well done to Bill going the solo way of A to B and coming second!

Results

	Position
	Competitor
	Finish
	Time A
	Time B

	1
	Graham Phillips
	15:35:11
	15:35:11
	14:42:39

	2
	Bill Pechey
	16:07:29
	15:09:19
	16:07:29

	3
	Alan Simmons
	16:11:46
	16:11:46
	14:53:27

	4
	Chris Plummer
	16:17:01
	16:17:01
	14:57:00

	5
	Rosie Merry
	16:17:16
	16:17:16
	14:40:56

	6
	Geoffrey Foster
	16:25:50
	16:25:50
	14:45:19

	7
	Dick Brocks
	14:42:25
	-
	14:42:25


